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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: UR, PK 

SUBJECT: SOVIET REACTION TO BHUTTO SENTENCING 

REF: 77 MOSCOW 18141 

1 . MARCH 1 8 IZVESTIYA AND MARCH 19 KRASNAYA ZVEZDA CARRY 
BRIEF STRAIGHT-FORWARD MARCH 18 TASS ARTICLE FROM ISLAMA- 
BAD ON BHUTTO'S DEATH SENTENCE. ARTICLE REPORTS LAHORE 
COURT FOUND BHUTTO AND FOUR EMPLOYEES OF THE PAKISTAN 
SPECIAL SERVICES GUILTY OF PARTICIPATION IN A POLITICAL 
MURDER AND GAVE THEM THE DEATH SENTENCE. ARTICLE STATES 
THAT BHUTTO DENIED HIS GUILT AND THAT THE SENTENCE 

WILL PROBABLY BE APPEALED. 

2. MARCH 19 LAHORE DATELINED PRAVDA ARTICLE CARRIES THREE 
SENTENCE STORY FROM PRAVDA CORRESPONDENT ENTITLED "COURT 
VERDICT." ARTICLE STATES THAT BHUTTO WAS FOUND GUILTY OF 
ASSASSINATING M. KHAN, FATHER OF A PAKISTANI POLITICAL 
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FIGURE; THAT THE VERDICT IS SUBJECT TO CONFIRMATION BY 
THE PAKISTAN SUPREME COURT; AND THAT THE SITUATION IN 
LAHORE IS TENSE. MARCH 20 TASS STORY DATELINED KARACHI 
IN MARCH 21 PRAVDA REPORTS BHUTTO SENTENCING HAS STIRRED 
DEMONSTRATIONS IN A NUMBER OF CITIES AND STUDENT-POLICE 
CLASHES IN LAHORE. 
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3. COMMENT: SOVIET PUBLIC COMMENT SYMPATHETIC TO BHUTTO 
HAS PROGRESSIVELY DIMINISHED AS THE ZIA REGIME HAS 
"SETTLED IN" IN ISLAMABAD. EXCEPT FOR THE OCCASIONAL 
CRITICISMS OF PAKISTAN FOR ALLEGEDLY FACILITATING WHAT 
SOVIET PRESS HAS CHARGED WERE PRC ARMS SHIPMENTS TO 
SOMALI (REFTEL), SOVIET MEDIA COMMENT ON PAKISTAN HAS 
BEEN RESTRAINED. WE SUSPECT THAT SOVIETS ARE UNWILLING 
TO RISK FURTHER AGGRAVATION OF RELATIONS WITH THE ZIA 
REGIME BY EXPRESSING SYMPATHY FOR BHUTTO. SOVIET SILENCE 
MAY ALSO BE BASED ON SOVIET SATISFACTION AT PAKISTANI 
PARTICIPATION IN GENERAL TREND TOWARD IMPROVEMENT IN 
RELATIONS AMONG SOUTH ASIAN COUNTRIES REFLECTED IN 
RECENT TRIPS BY DAOUD, VAJPAYEE AND BANGLADESH’S PRESI- 
DENT ZIA, WHICH SOVIETS HAVE HAILED IN BOTH PUBLIC AND 
PRIVATE COMMENT. TOON 
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